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1. Introduction

Chelsea Academy is a Christian community and as such believes that all members of its community are of equal value and invaluable worth. All have the right to respect and tolerance from others and equally are expected to treat others with the same respect and tolerance. The values and ethos of the academy are central to our Student Uniform policy. 

2. Aims of the Policy

Chelsea Academy is committed to the principle that all students should wear formal Academy uniform.  There are important reasons for this:

· Uniform creates a sense of equality amongst all students. Students’ starting point becomes who they are and not what they are wearing.

· Uniform creates a common identity, a sense of belonging and thus pride in the institution.

· Uniform sets the tone and attitude for serious study and achievement.

· Wearing uniform prepares students for the dress requirements of the world of work and also develops an understanding of the importance of obeying rules, a valuable lesson for the workplace and for life in general.

· Uniform makes Chelsea Academy students easily identifiable in the local community and on Academy trips.
3. Principles of Chelsea Academy Uniform

· The uniform should be affordable, of a comparable cost to that of other local secondary schools

· The uniform should be formal including blazer and tie

· The uniform must be distinguishable from that of other RBKC schools.

· The uniform should be attractive and help instil pride in students

· The uniform should be easily available for purchase through the Academy

· The uniform must be manageable by staff.  We expect the uniform to be worn smartly and consistently in keeping with the uniform policy at all times.  The uniform must enable staff to enforce this.  Consequently, our uniform must have the minimum number of optional or variable features.

· (Details of the Academy uniform are in Appendix 1)

4. Roles and Responsibilities

Students will:

· Adhere to the uniform as set out in this policy

· Expect to be sent home if they do not conform to the Academy’s uniform code

· In exceptional circumstances only, carry a note explaining why they are unable to wear a particular item of Academy uniform

Staff will:

· Undertake regular uniform checks

· Learning coaches will monitor uniform during coaching sessions ensuring standards are adhered to

· Undertake this responsibility during the day ensuring high standards are maintained 

· Apply sanctions if regular breaches of the uniform code occur

· Inform parents if regular breaches of the uniform code occur

Parents will:

· Ensure their children are appropriately dressed for school abiding by the Academy uniform code

5. Uniform Subsidies

The Academy may offer financial assistance with uniform costs when, in the judgement of the Principal*, parents / carers are unable to afford the necessary items without encountering financial hardship.  We anticipate that such occasions will be exceptional.
Receipt of welfare benefits by parents / carers is not, in itself, sufficient cause for granting of a uniform subsidy.
*As a Christian community we must accept that from time to time some parents / carers will experience genuine financial difficulty in affording the Academy uniform.  It is, however, impossible to set out the range of scenarios in which such difficulties might occur.  Consequently, the only practical way to offer financial support to families, without it becoming unduly burdensome for the Academy, is to leave relevant decisions to the discretion of the Principal.

6. Uniform and Religious Affiliation

a) Chelsea Academy is a Christian community.  Our Christian ethos will be reflected in a variety of ways.  However, it is not intended that one of these ways should be explicitly through uniform.  The Academy will apply the principle that, in order to maintain the features of consistency and enforceability of uniform rules, permitted variations will be kept to an essential minimum.

b) Legally, there are two key principles regarding the exhibition of religious affinity in school uniform:

· ultimately, the Governors’ decision is final

· on the grounds of being reasonable, it is recommended that schools apply the principle of ‘obligation’, i.e. permitting those garments or accessories which children are obligated to wear as part of their religious practice.  Items recommended for inclusion in this category are detailed in Appendix 2.  Other than these, no deviance from the items detailed in Appendix 1 will be permitted.

7. Accessories and Personal Appearance

Some young people may on occasions try to express their personality through adapting or adding to their school uniform.  Neither of these actions will be permitted at Chelsea Academy.  In particular:

a. Hairstyles

· Hair must be in keeping with the smart appearance of our uniform and therefore be of a conventional length and style – no extremes will be permitted except on religious or cultural grounds.  
· Hairstyles following a fashion trend, which is deemed inappropriate, will not be permitted eg spiked

· Any colouring must be of a shade that occurs naturally. No two-tone colours or extensive highlighting/dying will be allowed. 
· Students are not permitted to have styles that have been shaved, have steps, ridges or patterns cut in to them or are shorter than a grade 2/3. For boys excessively long hair (collar length or longer) is deemed inappropriate

· Hair adornments are not permitted ie beads 

· Facial hair for boys is deemed inappropriate (unless on religious grounds)

· Make up is inappropriate for the Academy and is not permitted. Students will be required to remove make up if found to be wearing it; it should be discreet, and if visible, will be required to be removed. 

· Nail varnish and false nails/extensions are inappropriate for the Academy and are not permitted. Students will be required to remove both if found to be wearing it.

· Jewellery may be worn within the following limits and is brought to the Academy at students’ own risk:

· One watch

· A cross and chain worn underneath the uniform 

· One pair of plain, round gold or silver coloured studs worn in the earlobes (Girls only)

· For Health and Safety reasons, no other jewellery worn in body piercings is permitted (e.g. nose studs, tongue studs, inner ear piercings, eyebrow studs or other body jewellery, even when worn under clothing)

· Tattoos, including henna tattoos are not permitted

· Sunglasses are not permitted indoors except with medical certification.  They may be worn outdoors when students are exposed to bright sunlight for an extended period.

· Where parents give their children permission to have piercings and temporary tattoos during holiday periods, the healing process for piercings must have ended and all jewellery removed by the time term recommences and all visible signs of tattoos must have disappeared.  Students will not be permitted to attend the Academy with a plaster over a piercing.  Claiming that the piercing has not healed will not be regarded as an acceptable excuse for wearing the jewellery.

8. Principal’s Judgement and Actions

There will always be the prospect of challenges to Academy uniform from young people (and possibly parents) seeking to challenge the rules.  In such circumstances, Governors delegate to the Principal responsibility to make judgements about the acceptability or otherwise of particular items.  The Principal’s decision will be final.
9. Shared Understanding

In order that the uniform rules are consistently applied with a minimum of challenge and deviation, it is key that staff, students and parents have a shared and clear understanding of the uniform policy:

c) Uniform rules will be highlighted in the Staff handbook and regularly drawn to colleagues’ attention

d) Parents will be briefed on uniform requirements before their children start at the Academy via the prospectus and personal briefing.  Uniform regulations will also appear on the Academy website. Students will be regularly reminded of uniform requirements by their Learning Coach.
10. Future Planning

It is anticipated that the inaugural Academy uniform will remain in place for the foreseeable future.  Students will be consulted regarding any uniform changes for example tie designs. There may be minor adjustments proposed and, if so, these will always be discussed and approved by Governors.  In the fullness of time, Governors will need to agree uniform requirements for the Academy Sixth Form.

Appendix 1
Chelsea Academy Uniform Requirements

The following items of uniform are required for all students:

	Boys and Girls
	Boys/Girls only

	Black blazer with embroidered badge 
	

	Academy tie 
	

	Academy sweater 

Students must always have their sweater at school.  Its wearing is compulsory unless the weather is deemed too warm by the Principal.
	

	Black trousers 
	Black knee length pleated skirt  (Girls)

Long skirts will be available for those requiring them on cultural/religious grounds

	White shirt 
	

	Plain black shoes (no trainers, boots, open toed footwear, high heels (over 5cms), wedges, studs or coloured stitching or laces are permitted)
	

	Black ankle socks
	Knee length black socks or black opaque or woollen tights (Girls)

	Plain black coloured outdoor coat.  No denim or logos**
	

	Plain, dark coloured messenger bag or backpack with logo (or with sufficient capacity for all equipment if not purchased through us)
	

	Academy Scarf
	

	Plain black Hijab
	


* optional items

** a waterproof jacket is available that can be worn over the Academy blazer or for PE

Notes:

e) Blazer, tie, sweater, trousers and skirt ( and hijab as relevant) must be purchased from the Academy’s recommended supplier

f) All students are required to wear a proper winter coat to the Academy.  Parents can make their own choice of purchase within the limits outlined above; however, the Academy’s recommended uniform supplier stocks a suitable garment of good quality at a reasonable price.

g) All Academy uniform and PE kit should be clearly labelled.

h) PE kit is as below.

Appendix 2
Chelsea Academy PE Kit Requirements

The following items of PE Kit are required for all students:

	Boys and Girls
	Boys/Girls only

	Academy Unisex Polo shirt
	Fitted Academy polo shirt (Girls)

	Academy reversible long sleeved top
	

	Academy tracksuit
	

	Academy black shorts
	Academy skorts (girls only)

	Black football socks 
	

	Trainers (predominantly white, low cut, non-marking soles)
	


Appendix 3
Garments / Accessories Permitted Through Religious Observation

i) There are important legal precedents to support the right of Governors to set the rules for uniform in their individual institutions.  However, in setting their guidelines for religious exceptions from the uniform rules, Governors have been mindful that their decisions may be subject to legal challenge and that they must balance:

· The desire for a consistent and easily enforceable uniform

· A recognition that the wearing of some religious items is deemed reasonable by most schools

· The principle of ‘obligation’ i.e. those items recognised by major faiths as being essential to religious observation

· The necessity not to discourage families of a non Christian background from applying for places at the Academy.

j) Based upon their research and discussion, Governors will therefore permit exceptions to the Academy uniform rules to permit the wearing of the following:

· Muslim religion

· Hijab (headscarf) for girls in black 

· Sikh religion

· Kesh (covered hair – a black turban) and kara (bracelet) for boys.  Carrying of the kirpan (short sword or dagger) is also a requirement of the Sikh religion.  However, this can be met by a symbolic wearing. No student will be permitted to wear the kara or kirpan without having kesh.

· Jewish religion

Yarmulke for boys in black.
k) No other exceptions will be permitted without permission from the Principal.
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