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Course Summary 

 
Examining body: Edexcel 
 
Course overview: 
You will study 5 units over the three years: 
Theme A: Living together in the UK, is designed to be the start of the course as it lays                   
the foundations for the rest of the content. It introduces students to many of the               
concepts they will encounter later on. It helps them to understand the background to              
human rights, democracy and the law. Much of this is covered in familiar contexts that               
students will recognise. Communities, identity and migration are among the areas that            
students will study at this stage. Theme A concludes with an introduction to             
democracy at the local level. 
  
Theme B: Democracy at work in the UK, picks up where Theme A left off, moving from                 
democracy in the local context to the national picture. It builds up students’             
understanding of how democracy originated, how it works and how it influences our             
lives. 
  
Theme C: Law and justice, moves from looking at how laws are made to why we need                 
laws and how they are put into practice. This again follows the logical development of               
the subject. 
  
Theme D: Power and influence, brings the content together. It explores how citizens             
can contribute to and influence society. It also discusses the role of groups and              
organisations in society. The media comes into this section too. The final section in              
the theme moves into the relations that the UK has with other countries. 
  
In Theme E: Taking citizenship action, the citizenship action and the stages of             
development are detailed. You still have the freedom to choose actions that suit your              
experiences. The citizenship action can take place at any point once students have             
enough background to support their experience. There is a detailed outline of the             
stages of the action in the specification to help identify what needs to be covered. In                
carrying out the action, students are expected to work in a team (comprising at least               
two people) and be able to explain and evaluate their actions.  
  
Assessment: 

● Paper 1 - Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes, 80 marks, 50% of GCSE- Themes 
A, B, C 

● Paper 2 - Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes, 80 marks, 50% of GCSE- Themes 
D and E 
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Year Planner 

Year 9 GCSE Citizenship 

  Autumn Half Term 1 Autumn Half Term 2 

Topics 
  
  

Rights of a Child. Who has the power in the 
UK? 

Assessments 3- Milestone piece on the right to 
water 
  
9- Milestone piece of Discrimination 
  
12- Evaluate the argument that the 
rights of a child is not important 

1 Who has the power in 
the UK 
  
6- assessment of skills 
during debate – “Should 
the voting age be 
lowered?” 
  
12-13 ASSESSMENT: 
Political Party Campaign 
Poster 

  Spring  Half Term 3 Spring Half Term 4 

Topics Uk International Power Relations The Criminal Justice 
System 

Assessment    

  Summer Half Term 5 Summer  Half Term 6 

Topics Active Citizenship Project Studying the Threat of 
Terrorism 

Assessment     
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Year 10 Citizenship 
 

  Autumn Half Term 1 Autumn Half Term 2 

Topics Theme A Living in the UK  Theme A Living in the UK 

Assessment 2 What is community extended 
writing 
10 Comparing writers 
18 Extended piece of writing 

Lesson 3 Should we scrap the HRA 
Lesson 10 source based questions 
Lesson 17 Theme A mock 
  

  Spring Half Term 1 Spring Half Term 2 

Topics Theme B Democracy in the UK Theme B Democracy in the UK 
Theme C- Law and Justice 

Assessment Lesson 6 Votes at 16 - 
comparing writers 
Lesson 10 Change the Voting 
System 
Lesson 18 Extended writing 

Lesson 4 What is the point of Law 
Lesson 10-12 Theme B Mock 

  Summer Half Term 1 Summer Half Term 2 

Topics Theme C Law and Justice Revision Theme A, B, C 

Assessment Lesson 7-Does Prison work- 
Comparing writers 
Lesson 13-Is it ever ok to break 
the law? 

Paper 1 Mock 
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Year 11 Citizenship 
 

  Autumn Half Term 1 Autumn Half Term 2 

Topics Theme E: Taking Action Theme D 

Assessment Citizenship Portfolio Mocks Paper 1 and Paper 2 

  Spring Half Term 3 Spring Half Term 4 

Topics Revision 
  
Themes A and B 

Revision 
  
Themes C and D 

Assessment Past paper Theme A and B Mocks paper 1 and Paper 2 

  Summer Half Term 5 Summer Half Term 6 

Topics Revision Taking Action Examination 

Assessment Past paper questions   
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The Course and You 
  
As with everything else in life: you get out what you put in.  We hope that you will enjoy 
your studies and if you follow these guidelines you will be given responsibility and rewarded 
for your hard work: 
  

Job Title GCSE Citizenship Student 

Start Date 5th September 2017 

Duties Your duties as a GCSE Citizenship student will include but not be 
limited to: 

1. Attend all Citizenship Lessons 
2. Be on time to all lessons 
3. Set independent goals with your teacher and review them 

every half term/topic 
4. Complete and hand in all independent learning/assessments 

on time 
5. Be silent and listen to the teacher when they are speaking 
6. Be silent and listen to your peers when they are speaking 
7. Respect all fellow class members and the teacher 
8. Act in a professional manner at all times 
9. Participate in ALL classroom activities 
10.  Participate in all types of independent and group work 
11.  Take responsibility of completing all unfinished work in your 

own time 
12.  Act as a role model for all students in the room and in the 

department. 
13.  MEET ALL DEADLINES! 

Place of work Class 121/122 at Chelsea Academy, Lots Road, London SW10 0AB 

Hours of 
Work 

2/3 hours of class time per week 
A minimum of 60-90 minutes independent learning per week 

Behaviour 
Policy and 
Character of 
the 
Citizenship 
classroom 

The classroom is a professional environment set within the Christian 
ethos of Chelsea Academy.  As an A level student you will be required 
to follow the Christian character of the Academy.  Furthermore, your 
behaviour must be professional at all times: 

1. Always use professional language and economic terms. 
2. Always treat each other with respect 
3. Enter your “work place” in a calm and mature fashion ready to 

learn 

Sickness 
Absence 

If you are absent for any lessons, you are required to catch up on all 
missed work in your own time and email in any work to meet deadlines. 
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Reading and Resources 
  
Reading  
Google Drive lesson presentations and worksheets. 
  
If you are absent or cannot attend a lesson for any other reason, or even if you just need to 
go back over the activities from a lesson, all of the presentations you see on the interactive 
whiteboard in class are uploaded to the Google Drive in a student-friendly version. 
  
Text book  
Collins Citizenship Today - Edexcel GCSE Citizenship Student’s Book 4th edition 
  
This course handbook!  
At the back of this course handbook, you have all of the vocabulary lists for the three year 
GCSE. This handbook also gives you a definitive guide to what you need to do to get a 9 
with examples of how to evaluate and critically reflect. 
  
Revision guide  
During the course, you will be issued with a revision guide, which includes useful tips and 
strategies to help revise for exams or controlled assessments in all four skill areas (listening, 
reading, speaking, writing). 
  
The Economist / Economic Review / Newspapers 
  
Past papers and Specimen Papers - 
papers are available to download for free on the AQA website. Mark schemes are also 
available. 
  
YouTube - www.youtube.com  
Search “Current affairs” or watch videos on certain areas of interest within the Society. This 
will help your general knowledge. 
  
The Internet  
Be careful using the internet! Obviously, the websites of parties and pressure groups will be 
mouth pieces for their political agendas, but other sites, which may seem ‘neutral’ at face 
value, are often just as one-sided. Here are some sites Edexcel recommends and that you 
might find useful. 

www.bbc.co.uk 

www.direct.gov.uk - website of the UK Government 

www.economist.com - The Economist magazine 

www.ft.com - The Financial Times 

www.greenpeace.org -Greenpeace 

www.guardianunlimited.co.uk -The Guardian newspaper 
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Resources 
 
Theme A  
An online exhibition of key events and documents on the development of citizenship in the 
UK from the National Archives. www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/pathways/citizenship 
  
Landmarks Understanding Slavery DVD and other teaching resources from 
www.understandingslavery.com 
  
Moving Here – Migration Histories an online Asia, Ireland, the Caribbean history of migration 
to the UK by people from South Caribbean and by Jewish people. www.movinghere.org.uk 
  
The BBC Who do you think you are? programme includes the family histories Britons such 
as Ainsley Harriott. prominent black www.bbc.co.uk/whodoyouthinkyouare 
  
The Eastern Eye website offers lots of positive stories about successful Asians in the UK 
www.easterneyeuk.co.uk 
  
The BBC Who do you think you are? programme includes the family histories Britons such 
as Ainsley Harriott. prominent black www.bbc.co.uk/whodoyouthinkyouare 

The Office of National St can be used as a stimulus www.statistics.gov.uk 

The Equality and Human Rights Commission has a link to an interactive national map 
showing the ethnic diversity across the UK. www.equalityhumanrights.com 

   
Theme B  
Parliament Service from the Houses of Parliament Education Service is a simple guide to 
how laws are made. The Parliamentary Education Unit also has a comprehensive website 
https://www.parliament.uk/ 
http://www.parliament.uk/education/teaching-resources-lesson-plans/ 
  
The websites of the main political parties provide useful insights into how political parties 
work. It is useful for policies and information that might appeal to young people. 
www.conservatives.com democracy. Try the youth sections of the parties , 
www.labour.org.uk , www.libdems.org.uk 
  
The History Learning Site gives detailed but accessible explanation of the different forms of 
democracy. www.historylearningsite.co.uk/democracy 
  
Theme C  
The Magistrates Association has a youth site that gives a very useful overview of the courts 
and their work www.magistrates-association.org.uk/youth_site 
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The Connexions Direct website contains very accessible advice on young people’s rights 
and responsibilities rights in connection with the law and the police. 
www.connexions-direct.com  
  
The Citizens Advice Bureau offers a range of accessible legal advice to young people 
though the website 
www.adviceguide.org.uk/index/your_rights/legal_system/young_people_and_the_law 
   
Theme D 
Battlefront is an Emmy-award winning Channel 4 youth campaigning TV series and online 
project that follows a group of young campaigners on a mission to change the world. 
  
You can also follow our Battlefronters on... 
  
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/battlefrontuk 
  
Twitter: http://www.twitter.com/battlefrontuk (#battlefrontuk) 
  
Theme E  
Organisations and pressure ups that are included into the political process include the 
following: 
  
National Union of Students www.nus.org.uk 
The British Youth Council www.byc.org.uk 
Let’s Kick Racism Out of Football www.kickitout.org 
The Countryside Alliance www.countryside-alliance.org  
The League Against Cruel Sports www.league.org.uk  
Greenpeace International www.greenpeace.org/international 
  
The European Union website is detailed and comprehensive but also accessible. for 
researching the benefits of EU membership for young people. www.europa.eu 
  
The Commonwealth Secretariat has an accessible website with a simple animated 
Commonwealth You can easily work out the purpose of the Commonwealth by using the site 
www.thecommonwealth.org Tour and a Frequently Asked Questions section. 
  
The United Nations has a website for young people and teachers 
www.un.org/Pubs/CyberSchoolBus This detailed and accessible site enables students to 
understand the different roles of the UN. 
  
The United Nations Association website is excellent as a source on UN campaigns and will 
help students to evaluate the role and effectiveness on the UN. www.una-uk.org 
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Extended Curriculum and Future Pathways 
 
Why should you choose this subject? 
  
Citizenship Studies is about how people take an active part in democratic politics and work 
together for a better society, locally, nationally and globally. You will learn about power, 
democracy, the operation of government and the legal system, and the role of the UK in the 
wider world. You will explore and learn about different controversial and topical issues with 
political, social, ethical, economic and environmental dimensions in local to global contexts. 
You will experience taking citizenship action and learn from trying to make a difference 
themselves. 
  
Extended curriculum opportunities: 
  
Parliament Trip - Year 10/11 
  
Trip to local court 
  
Market research opportunity with Citizenship Action 
  
Progression: 
 
You can progress from this qualification to AS and A Levels in other subjects. This includes 
subjects that build upon aspects of content studied, particularly Government and Politics, 
Law and Sociology but the skills students acquire in GCSE Citizenship are transferable to 
other AS and A Levels and Level 3 vocational qualifications, such as BTEC Nationals. 
  
Find out more: 
  
Type in this link to the internet to look at the full specification: 
  
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Citizenship%20Studies/2016/Spec
ification%20and%20sample%20assessments/Specification_GCSE_L1-L2_in_Citizenship.pdf 
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Things to Do and See 

 
Wider Reading 
To support your GCSE Citizenship, you should keep up to date with current affairs by 
reading relevant newspapers and watching the news – BBC News and The Guardian 
websites are very good for this. 
  
Visiting Other Organisations 
  
Parliament  
This visit to parliament will consist of a tour of House of Commons and Lords and a variety of 
workshops.  A great way to become familiar with the ways in which government set policy in 
the UK. 
  
There is a good education unit which can be contacted on 
http://www.parliament.uk/education/. There are all sorts of activities including an animation 
about the House of Commons, starting with Magna Carta, which is included in the 
specification. 
  
If you cannot get there, you can take an online tour. Have a look at 
http://www.parliament.uk/visiting/online-tours/ to see what is available. 
  
 Court  
The National Centre for Citizenship and the Law offers educational experiences in London, 
Nottingham, Northampton and Manchester. You can find out more at 
http://www.nccl.org.uk/what-we-do/. You may be able to organise a visit to your local court, 
and if this is possible a visit certainly brings the system to life. 
   
Crime Statistics  
The section on crime in society gives you the opportunity to explore and compare crime both 
locally and nationally. You can find local crime data at 
http://www.crime-statistics.co.uk/postcode. The website allows you to make comparisons 
with other areas.  
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Assessment of Your Work 
  
The following pages include information on how your work is assessed. They include the key 
Assessment Objectives for the course as well as the scheme of assessment used for 
marking your coursework. These are very useful documents that you should refer to when 
producing essays and revising for exams.  
  
Assessment Objectives 
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Ten Ways to Improve Evaluation Skills and Marks in Citizenship 
  
What is evaluation? 
  
Evaluation is about making critical judgements and coming to reasoned conclusions on 
the basis of the evidence that you have in front of you and the wider knowledge you can 
bring to a question. 
  
Strong evaluative answers use supporting evidence to justify an argument. Justifying an 
argument carries more marks than making the argument since stating an argument is often a 
relatively simple task. 
  
Examples of command words in a question that require or invite evaluation 
  
The command words within a question that definitely require evaluation include the following: 
  
Evaluate – e.g. compare a number of possible views about a Citizenship key issue or 
concept issue and come to a reasoned conclusion about which view holds most weight 
  
E.g. Evaluate the argument that the first past the post system for Westminster needs to be 
reformed 
  
How far? a question that invites a personal response to a question but where the highest 
marks are awarded for good analysis backed up with reasoned argument and supporting 
evidence. 
  
E.g.  Central government is wrong to cut funding to local councils as it forces them to make 
cuts to necessary and popular services.’ How far do you agree with this view? Give reasons 
for your opinion, showing you have considered other points of view. 
  
Comparison questions- a question that requires you to analyse a source and decide which 
argument is the strongest ensuring that you have evaluated both sources and arguments 
  
E. g Which writer do you agree with more? Explain your answer, referring to the arguments 
made in both sources. 
  
Write reasoned arguments – a question that prompts you to provide and then compare a 
range of possible views about an issue or a problem. 
  
 E. g  All trade union members should have the right to go on strike to protect their working 
conditions as long as a majority vote in favour.’ Write reasoned arguments to support and 
oppose this statement. 
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Ten Strategies for Improving Your Evaluation Skills in Source Based and 
Essay Questions 
  

1.    Make good use of your final paragraph – avoid repetition of points already made 

2.    Look for key stem words in the question – build your evaluation around this 

3.    Put an economic event, a trend, a policy into a wider context 

4.    Be familiar with different schools of thought e.g. free market versus government  

       intervention 

5.    Be aware that a singular economic event never happens in isolation especially in a  

       world where economies are so closely inter-connected. 

6.    Question the reliability of the data you have been given (for the Unit 4 EU paper) 

7.    Draw on your wider knowledge to provide supporting evidence and examples 

8.    Consider both short term and longer term consequences (they are not always the  

       same) 

9.    Consider both positive and negative consequences 

10.  Think about what might happen to your arguments if you drop the “ceteris paribus”  

       assumption 
  
  
Make good use of your final paragraph 
  

● Try not to summarise points that have already been made. This scores no extra 
marks and is a waste of time. 

● Instead seek to come to a reasoned conclusion – e.g. selecting your main argument 
and then justifying it. 

● Perhaps look forward, e.g. is it too early to come to a definitive conclusion? 
● If you are really pushed for time, add in some final evaluation points as bullets. 

  
Look for key stem words in the question – build evaluation around this 
  

Essay questions: 
  

E.g. Which writer do you agree with more? Explain your answer, referring to the arguments 
made in both sources. 

  
  
E.g.  All trade union members should have the right to go on strike to protect their working 
conditions as long as a majority vote in favour.’ Write reasoned arguments to support and 
oppose this statement. 
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Keep focused on those stem words – so that your answer does not drift into 
irrelevance 
   

● Put a Citizenship event, a trend or a policy into a wider context  
● Be familiar with different schools of thought 
● Draw on your wider knowledge to provide supporting evidence and examples 
● Consider short term and longer term consequences (they are not always the same) 
● Try to challenge views and statements 
● Good evaluative phrases to use in an exam 

  
The following list is not meant to be exhaustive but it does provide examples of ‘words and 
phrases’ that candidates might find helpful to get them started in making judgements. 
  
However 
Hence 
Nevertheless 
Although 
It is likely that 
The tendency is 
But 
In retrospect 
With the benefit of hindsight 
On the other hand 
In the short run …….. but in the long run 
It depends upon (e.g. price elasticity of demand, what happens to the exchange rate, etc.) 
The data suggest that 
According to the article the writer argues that …… but 
  
And finally… 
  
Add lots of evaluation points into your revision notes 
Revise in small groups and test and question each other 
Read the economics blogs for wider material 
Continue to read around the subject to build up a good awareness of current issues 
Read comment articles on a regular basis to see how a writer builds and sustains an 
argument 
Cover all topics so that you can see how different topics fit together. 
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Model Answer 
  
“Consumers have rights, but there is little help to enforce them” Do you agree? Show 
that you have considered another point of view. (15 marks) 
  
Overall, I disagree with the statement because I believe that consumers both have rights and 
have enough help to enforce them. 
  
My first reason is that there are different organisations who can help enforce rights. For 
example, the Office of Fair Trading helps consumers by making them aware of their rights 
and checks that companies are following the law. If you had a problem with a company who 
did not respect your consumer rights, you could report them for investigation. The Citizens 
Advice Bureau also offers help for consumers, free of charge. Therefore, it is clear that there 
is help available to enforce consumer rights. 
  
In addition, there are many laws which give consumers rights. For example, the Consumer 
Protection Act is a law that is put in place to help the consumers. It does this by giving 
consumers the right to compensation if a product that a company has sold them is unsafe 
and causes them an injury. Another example is the Sale and Supply of Goods Act, which 
gives you the right to have a product fixed or replaced if it was not of ‘reasonable quality’. 
For example, if your laptop breaks but it was only one-year-old and not your fault. Therefore, 
I agree that consumers have rights. They can then enforce them. 
  
However, someone could agree with the statement that people get only a little help because 
some companies won’t want to help and the process can be very long and not end with a 
success. For example, if a person sends a letter to the company explaining their issue, it 
might just be ignored. Not everyone has the time to chase up a company and keep fighting. 
So enforcing one’s rights might not be very easy.  
  
Also, many consumers don’t know about the rights that they have so it’s like they didn’t have 
them. This is because many people don’t get taught about it in school. It is part of 
Citizenship GCSE but this is not a subject that all students will study. If they don’t know 
about their rights, they will not be able to enforce them and could have their rights denied by 
companies without realising. For example, not many people know about the ‘Sale and 
Supply of Goods Act’ and so will just think they have to buy a new laptop if it is out of 
warranty. They don’t realise that the company has a responsibility to sell a product of 
‘reasonable quality’. 
  
In conclusion, I disagree with the statement because many people don’t receive enough help 
and are unaware of how to get it. This is despite the fact that Consumers have rights – it 
doesn’t matter much what rights you have if you don’t know about them. 
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Key Words 
  
  
Active citizen 
A person who actively takes responsibility, becomes involved in areas of public concern and 
tries to make a difference. 
  
Active citizenship 
Participating in society to bring about change. 
  
Advocacy 
Representing or supporting a person or an organisation by writing, speaking or taking action 
on behalf of that person or organisation. 
  
British values 
A set of standards which reflect the ideals of the British society. 
  
By-election 
An election to a public office that occurs when a post holder dies or resigns between 
elections. 
  
Campaigning 
Actions or events organised by an individual or a group of people to achieve an aim. 
  
Censorship 
The control of information or ideas within a society. 
  
Charities 
Local, national or international organisations which are set up to help those in need. The 
term also has a legal status as charities registered with the Government receive some tax 
benefits. 
  
Citizenship 
Being a citizen of a country and being vested with the rights and responsibilities of that state. 
  
Civil law 
Law that deals with disputes between individuals or groups. There are civil courts which 
award damages (a money payment). 
  
Civil service 
Individuals who are employed by the Government. 
  
Coalition 
An agreement between political parties to form a government. 
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Common law 
Law made by the decisions of judges over the years. 
  
Commonwealth 
An international association between the UK and the countries which were previously part of 
the British Empire. 
  
Council of Europe 
An intergovernmental organisation founded in 1949, which encourages European countries 
to cooperate with each other. It is an independent body and should not be confused with the 
European Union, which is a completely separate organisation. The European Court of 
Human Rights is the best known body in the Council of Europe. 
  
Criminal law 
Law which deals with individuals who break the law, and which punishes offenders because 
they have broken laws that Parliament has stated we must all obey. 
  
Democracy 
A system of government, where the citizens are able to vote in regular and fair elections for 
representatives, who will make laws and decisions on their behalf. 
  
Demonstration 
A public meeting or march protesting against a specific issue 
  
Devolution 
The transfer of some powers from the Government to the Welsh Assembly, the Northern 
Ireland Assembly and the Scottish Parliament. 
  
Direct democracy 
Where the people decide on the policy directly, for example through a vote or referendum on 
each issue. 
  
Equal opportunities 
Allowing all people access to the same opportunities, regardless of their disability, religion, 
age, ethnicity, gender or sexual orientation. 
  
Executive 
The branch of the Government, which is responsible for putting laws or decisions into effect. 
  
EU (The European Union) 
An economic and political union between a number of European countries, who work closely 
together. 
  
First past the post 
The voting system used in the UK to elect members of some local councils and members of 
Parliament, whereby the candidate with the most votes in a constituency wins. 
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General election 
When the citizens of a country vote to elect a new government. A general election in the UK 
usually happens once every 5 years. 
  
Government 
The individuals who have been elected to run the state, led by the Prime Minister (PM) in the 
UK. 
  
House of Commons 
An elected body currently consisting of 650 members of Parliament. It is the lower house of 
Parliament and meets in the Palace of Westminster. 
  
Human rights 
Basic rights and freedoms which all people are entitled to. 
  
Immigration 
The process of people moving from one country to another to live and work. 
  
Interest group 
An organisation which tries to influence the government to adopt certain policies on a 
particular issue. 
  
Judiciary 
 Branch of the state that is responsible for enforcing the law. It comprises Judges and other 
legal officials. 
  
Juries 
A group of local people who are chosen randomly to make a decision in a legal case. 
  
Justice 
The fairness as a result of the application of a Law, usually by a judge, in society. 
  
Legislature 
The law making body of the state ie the Parliament. 
  
Lobbying 
A person or group of people meeting or taking action (eg writing letters, demonstrating, 
petitioning) to try to persuade a politician to take up their cause. 
  
Local government 
A system of government that operates at a local level providing services to its community. 
  
Localism 
When people in a particular local area are able to make decisions about policies which affect 
their local area. 
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The media 
A means of communication. 

● mass media – television, radio and printed media which can reach a large number of 
people. 

● new media – the internet and social media. 
  
Migration 
The movement of people between different countries. 
  
Monarchy 
A form of government in which a king or queen reigns as the head of state. The UK is a 
constitutional monarchy. 
  
Multiple identities 
When an individual is able to assume a range of different identities. These identities may 
clash.  
  
Multiculturalism 
The co-existence of different ethnic races, cultures or religions. 
  
NATO 
(North Atlantic Treaty Organisation) An international military defence organisation 
comprising of different countries who work together to try and settle disputes amongst 
nations.  
 
NGO (Non-Governmental Organisation) 
A non-profit, voluntary group of citizens who work on a local, national or international level to 
achieve an aim. They are not controlled by the government, but will often work closely with 
them. An example of an NGO is Save the Children. 
  
Parliament 
The institution of Government in the UK. It comprises of three parts: The House of 
Commons, the House of Lords and the monarch. 
  
Petition 
A formal, written request, usually signed by many people, which appeals to the authorities to 
bring about change in regard to a particular issue. 
  
Police 
An official state organisation which is responsible for maintaining public order by preventing 
and detecting crime 
  
Pressure group 
An organised group of people who take action together to try to bring about change 
regarding a specific issue. 
 

20 



 

  

21 



 

Prime minister 
The head of a government. 
  
Public spending 
The money spent by the state. 
  
Referendum 
A general vote by the electorate on a single issue which has been referred to them for a 
direct decision. It is a form of direct democracy. 
  
Representative democracy 
When the citizens of a country elect representatives to make decisions on their behalf. 
  
Responsibilities 
A duty that we are expected to do as a citizen of a country. 
  
Rights 
A right is something we are entitled to by law. 
  
Sentencing 
The process of giving a punishment to a person found guilty in a court case. 
  
Society 
The people living together in an ordered community. 
  
Taxation 
The way in which the government finances some of its spending by imposing charges on 
citizens and corporations. 
  
Trade unions 
A group of workers in the same trade or profession who have joined together to protect their 
rights. 
  
UN (United Nations) 
An international organisation comprising of most countries in the world which aims to 
promote peace, security and international cooperation. The UK is a permanent member of 
the Security Council with the ability to veto any decision. 
  
Volunteering 
When one person gives their own time to help others without being paid. 
  
Voter apathy 
When a lot of people decide not to vote in an election. 
  
WTO (World Trade Organization) 
An international organisation which deals with the global rules of trade between nations. 
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