Academic Update - 8th March 2019

Dear Parents and Carers,

This weeks update surrounds two major events that are intertwined together. Year 8 options
and careers.

National Careers Week and National Apprenticeships week
This week is National Careers week across the country and certainly at Chelsea Academy.
Mrs McNally has been orchestrating a wonderful week of opportunities, lectures, stands and

visits for students of all ages to learn about careers beyond Chelsea Academy.

Below are some of the careers opportunities that makes us an Investors in Careers
accredited school!
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Chelsea Academy Careers Information, Advice and Guidance
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This week the options process started for Year 8 students. The option blocks have been
released and the table is below. Some important things to consider when choosing options

are that:

A GCSE choice is a three year commitment.

Students are not able to change subject once they have selected their options.

It is crucial they pick something they enjoy and are capable of studying.

Some A level choices require specific GCSE’s to have been studied beforehand.
Students should be thinking about the long term implications of their options.



Option A Option B Option C
Geography Geography Geography
History History History
Spanish French Spanish
Computer Science Computer Science French
Art Art Citizenship
Food and Nutrition Business Studies Creative iMedia (T)
Creative iMedia (T) Drama Economics
Media Studies D&T Performing Arts (T)
Music Health & Fitness (T) GCSE Physical Education

Some rules when choosing options subjects:
e [EBacc subjects
All students must choose one of the subjects referred to as the ‘English
Baccalaureate’ or ‘EBacc’ subjects. They are highlighted above as Computer
Science, French, Geography, History and Spanish. If students are more able, we
suggest they should choose at least two EBacc subjects (one language and one
humanities subject).

e Music GCSE
Music Scholars are required to select GCSE Music as a compulsory option.

e The following subject combinations are NOT permitted
GCSE Media Studies and Creative iMedia, Business Studies & Economics, Heath &
Fitness and GCSE PE.

e Computer Science and Economics
Students wishing to study GCSE Computer Science or Economics should have
demonstrated a particular aptitude for Maths, evidenced by their success against the
3Cert criteria and their most recent assessment results.

Four of the most common mistakes that students can make when choosing their options are:
e Choosing subjects because they like the teacher who has taught them at Key Stage
3.
e Choosing subjects that they think will be easy.
e Choosing subjects that do not really interest them, only because their parents /
carers tell them to.
e Choosing subjects because their friends have chosen them.

Good luck supporting your child in their GCSE Options process and if you need any support
or advice, please get in touch!



Summer Exams

The exams timetables for Summer 2019 are now available. Please follow the
appropriate link.

GCSE Exam timetable — Summer 2019

AS Level Exam timetable — Summer 2019

A Level Exam timetable — Summer 2019

| hope this academic update is informative and useful and as always, if you need any
support or advice about academic studies at Chelsea Academy, please do not hesitate to
get in contact with me.

Kind regards,
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Mr Ainsworth
Acting Vice Principal - Curriculum


http://www.chelsea-academy.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/GCSE-Exam-Timetable-Summer-2019-v1.pdf
http://www.chelsea-academy.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/AS-Exam-Timetable-Summer-2019-v1.pdf
http://www.chelsea-academy.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/A-Level-Exam-Timetable-Summer-2019-v1.pdf

